January 1868, complaining of having some gravel impacted in the urethra for some time past. The patieqt stated that he had suffered from attacks of nephritic colic for years, always followed by the discharge of more or less red gravel. The day after a recent attack, he noticed a foreign body in the urethra, about 5 centimetres (=1'96 inch) down, which he supposed to be a piece of gravel. External examination and the introduction of a bougie proved the patient to be right in his surmise.
He was placed in an arm-chair and told to press firmly on the urethra behind the foreign body, which was very moveable. 
